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Nation in Flux

The New South Africa

Sheds Calvinist Past

And MutatesDaily

Pornography is Flourishing,
As Are Worries About It;
PeopleDebateEverything

Crime and Strange Alliances

By Ken Wells
Staff Reporter of TitR Wau. SrnKtrr Journal

CAPE TOWN, South Africa - At the
Manenberg Jazz Cafe here, the rainbow
aspirations of the new South Africa are in
full bloom. The place is packed; Castle
beer is flowing; a band - with a black
rhythm section and a white horn section-
is playing a kind of funky, white-Afro
fusion.

On a small dance floor, a black woman
in long braids and a white man in rugby
altire are engaging in some serious roman
tic posturing. A lesbian couple, standing
near the bar, sways to the music. Such
liaisons - public ones, at least - were so
cially unthinkable (in fact, illegal) only a
short whileago.

Among the revelers, 20-year-old Tslnge
Mguma,has comewithhis girlfriend; he Is
black,sheis "colored,"thedesignation for
South Africa's mixed-raced people. Inter
racial dating is merelypart of the dizzying
pace of change, says Mr. Mguma. Some
people don't like It, but they will Just have
to get used to it. His advice: "You must be
a little crazy to live In South Africa. Above
all. you must party."

Brave New World
A year Into Its experiment in nonracial

democracy. South Africa Is a place where
all the old rules have largely been thrown
out, and new ones are being written,
and rewritten, daily. The country has
gone, seemingly overnight, from one of the
world's most oppressed and repressed to
one of the world's most open and permis
sive. It has peeled off the Calvinism
that suffused the old white state, but hasn't
quite decided what to replace It with.

In the meantime. South Africans seem
determined to celebrate, fret over and
debate their rapidly chan^ng society, and
new-found freedoms, with equal amounts
of zeoi. dismay,and candor. This makes
for a latlMi^idtlztqihrenlc j^ture; ener
gized andopllmJatlcime neurotic
and pessimistic the next. "When every
thing Isshifting, coping isboth enormously
hard and enormously Interesting," says
Carole Johannes, a secretary lunching one
day at asidewalk bistro thatispartofCape
Town'sthrivingcafe society.
Signs of the Times

The signs of change are everywhere.
The press, after years of censorship, has
grownlively and fractious,turning itspens
on wayward politicians with a zeal that
has even left the African National Con
gress-NelsonMandela's party,andlong a
mediadarling - grumbling,llie day after
police revealed that an ANC parliamentar
ian was among a number of politicians
packing weapons in (he National Assem
bly, the Sowetan newspapelrran a cartoon
showing multiracial pariiaml6ntarians de
bating a point oforder - bypointing gre
nade laitnrhers nf eacii othon

uiiu rewriueii, uaiiy. Tiie country has
gone, seemingly overnight, from one of the
world's most oppressed and repressed to
oneof the world's most openand permis
sive. It has peeled off the CalWnlsm
that suffusedthe oldwhite state, but hasn't
quite decidedwhat to replace It with.

In the meantime, South Africans seem
determined to celebrate, fret over and
debate theirrapidly changing society, and
new-found freedoms, with equal amounts
of zeal, dismay and candor. This makes
for a rathers^lzophrenlc .culture; ener
gized andoptimisticonemdihent, neurotic
and pessimistic the next. "When every
thing isshifting, coping isboth enormously
hard and enormously interesting," says
Carole Johannes, a secretary lunching one
day atasidewalk bistro thatispartofCape
Town'sthrivingcafe society.

Signs of the Times
The signs of change are everywhere.

The press, after years of censorship, has
grown lively andfractious, turningitspens

; on wayward politicians with a zeal that
has even left the African National Con
gress-Nelson Mandela'sparty, and longa
mediadarling- grumbling. Theday after
policerevealedthat an ANC parliamentar
ian was among a number of politicians
packing weapons in the National Assem-

j bly, the Sowetan newspaper rana cartoon
showing multiraciai parliamentarians de
batinga pointoforder —bypointing gre
nade launchers at each other.

No-holds-barred talk radio has blos
somed.Onone recent evening,a psycholo
gist fieldedan hourof phonecalls - on the
joys of guilt-free masturbation. This isn't
surprising; the sex trade, though techni
cally illegalin this count^ of 41 million,
seems to be flourishing. A recent issue of a
Cape Town newspaper included five col
umns ofclassified advertising formassage
parlors - never mind another three col
umns for escort agencies.

Gay rights and abortion rights, taboo '
subjectsjust a year or two ago, are being
debated vigorously bythepublic andpoliti
cians. Homosexual-rights marches, un
heardofexcept oncollege campuses, now
routinely take place in South Africa's ma- ^
jor cities. Pornography is flourishing - as
are efforts by organized religion, and a
nascent feminist movement, to curb it.

Liberal Constitution
Much of this is simply the byproduct of

the world's newest democracy flexing its
muscles under an interim constitution
that is considered perhaps the world's
most liberal initssanctioningofindividual
liberties. Pornography isaprime example.
While the rigid antipomography laws of
theold South Africa technically remain on
the books, they go largely unenforced
because authorities believe they won't
survive a constitutional challenge.

Thus, in the last year, supermarket
magazine shelves have exploded with sex
ually explicit magazines, including Hus
tler and a dozen Penthouse-styled copy
cats. This in a country where, as late as
April 1994, photographs of female breasts
couldn't be published without a censor's
star covering the nipples.

How all this will turn but is anyone's
guess. Elected a little more than a year i
ago. South Africa's Government of Na- ;
tional Unity under Mr. Mhndela essen
tially has four more years to draft a
permanent constitution while rewriting,
where deemed necessary, the outmoded
codes of the former whitegovernment.

The liberal ANC hasa solid majority in
the new Parliament. Yet things that might
seem on the surface a shoo-in - legalizing
abortion ondemand, for example - aren't
turning out to be so clear-cut, as unlikely
alliances form over various issues. One
example: The nation's 31 million blacks
overwhelmingly belong to theANC. Yeton
the abortion issue, ANC proponents of
unrestricted abortion are beginning to
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'DebatingEverythingFromAbortion Rig
9 ^ ^ Arriknners have tradl-,1 menl - ele^nents Intent on fomenU^

Continued From First Pop®
-meel stiff reslstdnce from black ZionistSS which are socially conserva
tive - and have enormous memberships.
..Throw In Muslim groups and white conser

vatives, both opposed to abortion o" ^ell-
"gious grounds, and "a change In abortion
*laws starts tolook less certain, saysone
; ANC Insider.
'unlikelyAlliance

Some dreams of the new South Africa
' sound suspiciously like the dreams of

the old South Africa. Consider Jhe Fre^oj"
' Front, the far-right party of Afrikaner, or
"descendants of South Africas original
'Dutch settlers, who still
^Ilshlng a white honjeland. or
lYou might think, given hat Afmanere
?Invented apartheid, this Is causing con
sternatlon here. ,,

Actually, for nowj It Isn t. Of all the
"unlikely alliances, the ANC has a^eed to
*consider aFreedom Front proposal, based
•upon acontinuing government-sanctioned

study, that might lead
limited Afrikaner volkstaat. Says Fleter

•Gous, aFreedom Front official: "We have
Jfound the ANC quite easy work with.

This Is a rather startling statement
•coming from an operative of aparty whose

more radical members a race war
might have been better than a Ijlumph by
the ANC at the polls. But, at Ibe last

** minute the Freedom Front, under retired
:&uth African army General Constand
«Vlljoen, cast Itself Into last yaar s elec
' tions, the general having concluded that
negotiations might win what awar wou d

'certainly not. That act was pivotal In
•• defusing right-wing violence that Ihreat-

ened to sabotage the elections.
* Now, a year later. General Vlljoen
J(pronounced Wlll-YOON) cuts quite a fig
ure In South Africa's Parliament. He Is

•considered to be a man of prnclple-
skewed though his politics appear tomany.Hernd Mr. Mandl^a, ANC Insiders say,
eet along well. And Mr. Mandela, who
has proven himself a gifted statesman,
takes the rainbow aspirations of Ws new
nation seriously. The white tribe of Africa,
as many descendants of the nation sorigi
nal Dutch settlers see themselves, cer
tainly has a place here. If \
compromise can be struck that diffuses
Afrikaner frustrations and anger, then
whv not trytoaccommodate them?

No one believes avolkstaat would be the
klid of place where nonwhites are disen
franchised - the ANC Is not that obliging.
But It might be the kind of place, a
oartlcular province for example, where. If
Lough Afrikaners are willing to voluntar-
llv settle there, they could load the voting
rolls so as to form a provincial majority--
In charge of the region's purse strings and
cultural Institutions. Including schools.

Whether this can actually work Isn t
clear The Freedom Front collected only
2% of the vote In last year's elections. Most
Afrikaners have cast their lot with F.W. de
Klerk's National Party, and Its vision of an
Integrated country withguaranteed ralnor-
'.:v Tiviai.

Furthermore, Afrikaners have tradi-,
Ilnnallv relied upon cheap and plentirui
black iLor^ viVlually all of thdr enterprises, Including fanning. Could they real
Istlcally attract enough whites - most of
them used to middle-class prlvelege-to do
the menial labor In their

•it's a problem," concedes Mr. Gous,
"But. If there Is to be a volkstaat. the
Afrikaner has to learn how to sweep the
streets and work with his hands.

Says an ANC spokesman: "This Isn tan
issue high on anybody's list but It wUI get a
bearing. On the ""j®'"
they'll find It Impossible to achieve.
Epidemic ofViolence

On a balmy Indian-summer day near
Johannesburg, a mostly white crowd has
come to mix at a Sunday market th^
collects organically grown produce from
nearby farms to resell to the Johannesburg
gourmet set. But low-key chitchat about
the virtues of pestlclde-free avocado farm
ing soon turns to what all South Africans
black and white, eventually end up talking
about: crime, the bane of the new any-
thlng-goes South Africa.

Before last year's elections, political
violence came close to wrenching the coun
try apart. Now. an epidemic of violent
crime has replaced It, especially In and
around Gauteng. the newly named prov^
Ince that Includes the sprawling urban
center of Johannesburg. Acar a day Is
hijacked there-and drivers who resist are
routinely roughed up or murdered._h1ug-
eings have become so common In Johan
nesburg's city center that the five-star
Caiiton Centre Hotel has Jjjspatehed a
70-strong security force on the streets to
protect Its guests. But wherever you go In
South Africa, everyone seems to have a

*^"*lTiVLiilhs, who have come to drop off
their organically B^^n vegetables at the
market here, have a story
They are New Age types - Into yoga and
strict vegetarianism. They cultivate a
kind of studied attitude of mellowness-ex
cept when they talk about crime.

Twice now they have left their farm In
rural Gauteng (formerly Transvaal), and
twice now It has been ransacked by bur
glars. The last time, the thieves took
everything. Including their clothes. Now,
they say. they simply don't travel any
more. They are afraid to go away for
more than amorning or j®f/
of another break-In. They feel like pris
onerson their own property.

The pair think of themselves as white
liberals. But they clearly expect more of
the new South Africa. They make no bones
about It: Intheir view, crime here wears a
black face, and the new government
seems Incapable of dealing with t. Ican t
tell vou - the level of apprehension among
whites In this country - well. It's Just aw
ful." saysSandra Smith.

Many blacks, of course, point out that
at least some of the so-called black-on-
black violence that marred the run-up to
last vcar's election was encouraged by
rightist elements within the white govern

ment - elements Intent on fomenting de^)
divisions within the .hSs
munlty. Blacks also argue that apartheid s
legacy of racism, poverty. fJ)
social desolation In large part help explain
the current crime wave.

That said, the Smiths get much sympa
thy from large segments of the blacKcommunity. For while whites wo^ about
crime - and stories about Johannesburg
stockbrokers being haul^ out
BMWs and shot make the headlines
blacks are most often victimized by It.

Out on the windblown flats of Cape
Town. Rose Maso Is one of a group ol
women struggling to move her family from
the dangerous climes of Kbayelltsha, a
notorious slum east of Cape ^wn, to a
more secure neighborhood which Is soon to
be built here. Before Ibe elec ons the
township was a hotbed
lence - often manifesting fl®®"
wars" as rivals shot up ®ach other s
drivers and passengers. Some think all
that has changed Is the label; on oa®J®®®"f
weekend there were six murders In Khaye-
lltsha, most related torobbery.

"Shooting, stealing - the P®IiP'® {
live like that," says Mrs. Maso. We m^l
get out of there." On a list for a govern
ment housing subsidy, Mrs. Maso Is one of
the lucky ones. The bulk of the poor In
Khayelltsha have no place to go.

The ANC party line Is that crime ought
to decrease as the economy wpandsand
creates more jobs. In f*^® ???!?
Africans fret and try to make the best of It.
One writer recently even ^"Sgested akind
of Zen approach to the car hijacking.
"Lock into the frequency of your hl-
lackers." he recommended. "Remain ab
solutely calm and deliberate." And pray
that they only take thecar.
Work ForceShake-Up

Next to crime, the shock wave of ^eat-
est voltage moving through white ^ulh
Africa Is one getting a lot of attention In
Crlca: affirmative action. The govern
ment has made no bones about the "8®^^
real and political - to move P®oP|®
Into the economic mainstream. About 45%
of blacks are unemployed; owing to
apartheid, few blacks hold managerial and
civll-servlce positions.

Now, major South African employers,
under government prodding, have begun
to seriously shake up the work for®®-J®f:
kom, the big P"**!!®
example. It has pledged that 70% of ite
clerical posts, and half the positions U
reserves for college graduates, will go to
blacks until atleast the year 2000.

For whites, long accustomed to sitting
atop the economic heap, the shock Is just
setting In. Indeed, at Johannesburg s
Rand Afrikaans University, recent gradu
ates complain that lh®y ®^®
worst job market-for whiles, at least-ln
history. This ata time when a newspaper
carried acartoon satirizing South African
corporations for pracUcally kidnaping
black applicants from college J™P"S®®--

White middle managers.
were on fast-track positions at major cor^



poi'utions. say fraiikiy thai ihelr careers
have been put on hold for five years while
the atflrmatlve-actlon machinery goes
about eiiuallzlng the system. One such
manager, who declines to be named, puts
the white attitude this way. "Whites un
derstand the need for affirmative action,
but of course everyone wants the other
guy to pay the price." In his case, he
recently left a major company when It
became clear that Its afflrmatlve-actlon .
goals had slowed his promotions. Now, he !
has pitched In with partners to start their
own concern.

Others are voting with their feet. Gov
ernment statistics show about 4,800 "eco
nomically active" South Africans left the
country last year; virtually all of them
were white, and 70% ofthose were middle
managers orhigher. Opponents of affirma
tive action use migration statistics to
argue that South Africa can III afford to
discourage whites and drive them from the
system at a time when the country Is
critically short of managers. But some
whites wonder what all the fuss* Is about,
given the cascade of opportunities In South
Africa's new, open society. "South Africa
is America In the 1950s In terms of
opportunity," says Stephen Francis, a Jo
hannesburg writer.
Talking Rugby

South Africa now has 11 official lan
guages. Three of them could be heard as
announcers rotated during the same televi
sion broadcast recently when the Spring
boks. South Africa's national rugby team,
upset heavily favored Australia In the
Rugby World Cup championships that are
being played here now. Thus, during a
critical juncture of the game, whiles who
speak English and Afrikaans were forced
tolisten to the play-by-play In Xhosa, while
blacks who only speak Xhosa felt left out In
the early periods. Before the game, this
had been considered something ofan out
rage. • ,

But after the game, when the Aussles
had been routed, nobody cared. For didn't
South Africa, which hasbeen operating on
miracles for the past couple of years, pull
off another one? Wasn't Itkeen thatNelson
Mandela, withhis funny colored shirt, was
In the stands rooting for this team of
mostly upper-class whites? Though hewas
never a rugby man hlmjself, didn t he give
the team a splendid pep talk when hetold
members that they stood for the aspira
tions of South Africans black and white?
On such apropitious day, wasn't iteasy to
believe that fractious South Africa might
actually mutate Into something that actu
ally feels like one country?.

"Absolutely possible," says Julia Hart,
a white Capetonian and rugby fan and-
llke enormous numbers of white South
Africans —a fan of Mr. Mandela. After the
game, Ms. Hart celebrated with friends at
abroai, orbarbecue. Only two things were
discussed: how wonderful the Springboks
played, and how lucky the country Is to
have Mr. Mandela.
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